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Atwood, 

Margaret

The Handmaids Tale

The Handmaid's Tale is set in the near future in the Republic of Gilead, It was 

founded by a racist, male chauvinist, nativist, theocratic-organized military 

coup as an ideologically driven response to the pervasive ecological, physical 

and social degradation of the country.

324 Yes

Austen, Jane Emma 498 Yes

Further enquiries phone: 6205 9000 or email tamslibrac@act.gov.au or check www.library.act.gov.au

Some of these titles are available from the library in audio and large print. If you wish to read them in these 

versions please ring 6205 9000 to check availability and to request a copy. 

This program is unable to organise the supply of these alternative versions.

Libraries ACT

Books for independent reading groups

Austen, Jane Emma

Emma, a young woman who imagines herself an authority on matters of the 

heart. With the best of intentions, Emma plays matchmaker for her friends, 

most notably her friend Harriet.

498 Yes

Bonyhady, 

Tim

Good living street

Tim Bonyhady's great-grandparents were leading patrons of the arts in fin de 

siecle Vienna. In Good Living Street he follows the lives of three generations of 

women in his family in an intimate account of fraught relationships, romance, 

and business highs and lows. 

In 1938, his family fled Vienna for a small flat in Sydney, taking with them the 

best private collection of art and design to escape the Nazis.

456 No

Boyne,  John 

   

The boy in the striped Pyjamas

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas is a fictional tale of the unlikeliest of friends: 

the son of a Nazi commandant and a Jewish concentration camp inmate.

215 Yes

Bradbury, Ray Fahrenheit 451

Set in the 24th century, it tells the story of the protagonist, Guy Montag. At 

first, Montag takes pleasure in his profession as a fireman, burning illegally 

owned books and the homes of their owners. However, Montag soon begins 

to question the value of his profession and, in turn, his life.

184 No
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Bronte, 

Charlotte

Jane Eyre

Raised by her aunt Sarah , Jane is later shipped off to a boarding school.  Jane 

finds work as a governess at Thornfield. It doesn't take long  for Jane to fall in 

love with the charming master Mr. Rochester. however, a scandalous secret is 

revealed, and the emotionally shattered governess takes flight. 

490 Yes

Brooks, 

Geraldine

Caleb's Crossing

In 1665, a young man from Martha's Vineyard became the first Native 

American to graduate from Harvard College. A luminous tale of love and faith, 

magic and adventure. 

369 Yes

Camus, Albert The first man

Discovered unfinished after Camus' death, The first man is his most 

autobiographical novel. A rich evocation of place that gives profound insights 

into his life and work.

261 No

De Waal, 

Edmund

The hare with amber eyes                                     

Biography

Winner of 2010 Costa  of the Year award

De Waal became the fifth generation to inherit the intriguing collection of 264 

Japanese wood and ivory carvings and this book is an account of his pursuit of 

354 No

Japanese wood and ivory carvings and this book is an account of his pursuit of 

the story of the carved people, animals and objects as they moved through 

history and the generations of his family.

Do, Anh The Happiest Refugee

          

Anh Do nearly didn't make it to Australia after escaping the war-torn Vietnam 

in an overcrowded boat. Life in Australia was hard, an endless succession of 

back-breaking work, crowded rooms, ruthless landlords and make-do 

everything. But there was a loving extended family, and always friends and 

play and something to laugh about for Anh, his brother Khoa and their sister 

Tram.

229 No

Elliot, George Middle March

Dorothea Brooke, a young woman of impeccable character, marries the 

embittered Mr. Casaubon, who almost immediately dies. Eliot takes the reader 

through a labyrinth of nineteenth-century morals and conventions as Dorothea 

searches for fulfillment and happiness.

852 Yes

Franzen, 

Jonathan

Freedom

Freedom follows several members of an American family, the Berglunds, as 

well as their close friends and lovers, as complex and troubled relationships 

unfold over many years. The book follows them through the last decades of 

the twentieth century

562 Yes
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Genova, Lisa Still Alice

Alice Howland, married with 3 grown children, and a celebrated Harvard 

professor notices a forgetfulness creeping into her life. She receives a 

devastating diagnosis: early onset Alzheimer's disease. Fiercely independent, 

Alice struggles to maintain her lifestyle.

237 No

Gibbons, 

Stella 

Cold Comfort Farm

                                 

Finding herself orphaned at 19, and Intrigued by Judith's letter which speaks of 

'her rights' and the promise that she will 'atone' for the wrong done to Flora's 

father on the condition that Flora must never ask her why, Flora, armed with a 

copy of the Higher Common Self, makes her way to Howling, Sussex. 

232 No

Grogan, John Marley and Me

A family learns important life lessons from their adorable, but naughty and 

neurotic dog.

291 Yes

Jacobson, 

Howard

The Finkler Question

The Finkler Question is a scorching story of friendship and loss, exclusion and 

307 No

The Finkler Question is a scorching story of friendship and loss, exclusion and 

belonging, and of the wisdom and humanity of maturity. Funny, furious, 

unflinching, this extraordinary novel shows one of the finest writers at his 

brilliant best. 

McCullers 

Carson

The member of the wedding

Tells the story of the inimitable 12 year old Frankie who is utterly, hopelessly 

bored with life until she hears about her older brother's upcoming marriage.

163 No

Obreht, Tea Tiger's wife

The story of a young doctor working in a war-scarred Balkan country and 

reaching back to World War II and then to wars that came before, it illustrates 

the complex history of a mysterious region, the undercurrents of suspicion and 

loss and the age-old secrets and superstitions that haunt contemporary life.

335 No

Orwell, 

George

Nineteen Eighty-Four

Winston Smith - The 39 year old protagonist of the novel whose rebellion 

against Big Brother and the Party and love for Julia is completely wiped out by 

O’Brian at the Ministry of Love. 

325 No
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Parrett, Favel Past the shallows

The book is set in Tasmania in the 1980s. It is the story of three brothers; Joe, 

Miles and Harry. Their mother was killed in a car accident when they were 

younger and their belligerent father takes his hard life out on his kids.

Favel deftly  captures the harshness and beauty of life at the edge of Australia 

and her writing will stay with you long after you put the book down.

254 No

Proulx, Annie Bird Cloud

Proulx′s first non-fiction in more than twenty years, Bird Cloud is the story of 

building a house - solar panels, a Japanese soak tub, a concrete floor, elk horn 

handles on kitchen cabinets - and an enthralling natural history and archeology 

of the region, inhabited for millennia by Ute, Arapaho and Shoshone Indians.

234 Yes

Tolstoy, Leo Anna Karenina

Anna Karenina seems to have everything: Beauty, wealth, popularity, a 

husband and an adored son. But she risks losing it all when she meets 

impetuous officer Count Vronsky. Although she tries to resist, she is gradually 

drawn into a passionate affair that scandalises everyone around them and 

threatens to destroy her.

963 Yes

threatens to destroy her.

Winton, Tim Breath

Australian

Bruce Pike, recounts his boyhood friendship with Ivan "Loonie" Loon. 

The main action of the novel takes place in the 1970s.

264 Yes

Adiga, Aravind The white tiger

Winner of the Man Booker Prize 2008

Balram Halwai is a complicated man. Servant. Philosopher. Entrepreneur. 

Murderer.

321 No

Albom, Mitch The five people you meet in heaven

New York Times bestseller for 95 weeks

Go to heaven and find out how your turning points influenced your life.

230 Yes 

Ali, Monica Brick Lane

Best of Young British Novelist 2003

After an arranged marriage to a man 20 years her elder Nazneen exchanges 

her Bangladeshi village for a block of flats in London’s East End. She submits to 

her fate but is finally forced to take control of her life.

492 Yes
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Allende, Isabel The house of the spirits

Family saga spanning 4 generations set in Chile.

490 No

Anderson, 

Jessica

Tirra Lirra by the river

Australian classic

Winner Miles Franklin Award 1978

Account of one woman’s life.

202 No

Atwood, 

Margaret

Alias Grace

Short listed Man Booker Prize

Retelling of a 1840s murder story.

545 No

Atwood, 

Margaret

The year of the flood

Now Crake's plague has wiped out most of mankind and as Toby and Ren fight 

for survival they look back on their lives.

434 No

Auster, Paul New York trilogy 314 No

Detective mystery stories: City of glass -- Ghosts -- The locked room.

Bail, Murray The pages

Looks at the relationship between ideas and experience, philosophy and 

psychology, and city and country life.

199 No

Banville, John The infinities

The Godley family gather at their sick father's bedside in rural Ireland and what 

follows takes place over one hot midsummer's day as the family's strained 

relations are tested.

299 No

Banville, John The sea

Winner Man Booker 2005

A reconciliation with loss and a meditation on identity & remembrance.

262 No

Barbery, 

Muriel

The elegance of the hedgehog

In a bourgeois apartment building in Paris, we encounter Renée, an intelligent, 

philosophical, and cultured concierge who masks herself as the stereotypical 

uneducated “super” to avoid suspicion from the building’s pretentious 

inhabitants.

320 No
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Brooks, 

Geraldine

Foreign correspondence

Autobiography

Born in the Australian suburbs in the Fifties and went onto become an award 

winning foreign correspondent covering war and famine.

244 Yes

Brooks, 

Geraldine

People of the book

When Hanna Heath gets a call in the middle of the night about a precious 

medieval manuscript recovered from the ruins of war-torn Sarajevo, she 

knows she is on the brink of the experience of a lifetime.

390 Yes

Brooks, 

Geraldine

Year of wonders

The moving story of a community afflicted by plague in 1666. 

321 No

Burroughs, 

Augusten

Dry

The story of one man trying to outdrink his memories, outlast his demons, and 

outrun his past.

293 No

Byatt, A. S. Children’s book

A famous writer, interviewed with her children gathered at her knee. For each 

of them she writes a separate private book …

617 No

Camus, Albert The outsider 118 YesCamus, Albert The outsider

Explores the predicament of the individual who refuses to pretend and is 

prepared to face the indifference of the universe, courageously and alone.

118 Yes

Capote, 

Truman

In cold blood

The book that made Capote’s name, a seminal work of modern prose, a 

remarkable synthesis of journalistic skill and powerfully evocative narrative.

336 Yes

Carey, Peter Bliss

The dilemma of Harry Joy is both funny and terrifying, for Harry wakes up in 

Hell, tortured by those he loves, and by the dreams and nightmares he once 

created for profit.

394 No

Carver, 

Raymond

Raymond Carver : collected stories 1019 No

Cashman, 

Maureen

Charlie and me in Val-Paradis

Australian

"How my dog learned to bark in French...”

With a poodle clutched in one arm and notes for her epic historical novel 

under the other, Maureen Cashman escaped the bushfires of Canberra for a 

valley of paradise in the south-west of France.

351 No
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Chang, Jung Wild swans : three daughters of China

The book won two awards: the 1992 NCR Book Award and the 1993 British 

Book of the Year. The book has been translated into 30 languages and sold 

over 10 million copies.

a biography of the three female generations of Chang's family: The 

grandmother, her mother and finally the author's own autobiography.

675 No

Chatwin, 

Bruce

The songlines

Australian

A novel set in outback Australia exploring Aboriginal culture and the singing of 

their world into existence by travelling the Songlines.

293 No

Clanchy, John Vincenzo’s garden

Steele Rudd Short Story Award 2005

Short stories by a Canberra author.

235 No

Coetzee, J. M. Diary of a bad year

Three narratives, one of them a series of essays written by the novel's central 

character, running concurrently across each page.

178 No

character, running concurrently across each page.

Cunningham, 

Michael

The hours

Moving effortlessly across the decades and between England & America this 

novel intertwines the stories of 3 women.

226 Yes

Cusk, Rachel A life’s work : on becoming a mother

A fascinating exploration of what it means to become a mother and the 

profound effect motherhood has on Cusk’s identity.

212 Yes

Dai, Sijie Balzac and the little Chinese seamstress

1971: Mao’s Cultural Revolution - two doctors sons sent to re-education camps 

have only their sense of humour to keep them going.

172 Yes

Dalrymple, 

William

Nine lives: in search of the sacred in modern India

Three brothers from a remote village in the Himalayas are driven by poverty to 

become monks. 

284 No

Dawkins, 

Richard

Greatest show on earth

The Origin of Species shook the scientific and religious world to its core. 

Perhaps more astonishing, the creation-evolution debate sparked by Darwin’s 

seminal work of 1859 continues unabated in the 21st century.

470 Yes
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De Bernieres, 

Louis

Captain Corelli’s mandolin

Winner Commonwealth Writers Prize 1995

Love story of an Italian soldier and a Greek girl during WWII.

434 Yes

Abridged 

version 

only

de Botton, 

Alain

The pleasures and sorrows of work

We spend most of our waking lives at work, in occupations often chosen by 

our unthinking 16 year old selves. And yet we rarely ask ourselves how we got 

there or what it might mean for us.

329 No

Delaney, 

Shelagh

A taste of honey : a play

Play

Story of a working-class adolescent girl and her various relationships.

87 No

Didion, Joan The year of magical thinking 

Memoir about the sudden and unexpected loss of her husband and their only 

daughter.

227 No

Didion, Joan The year of magical thinking : the play 62 NoDidion, Joan The year of magical thinking : the play

Play

Joan Didion transforms the story of the sudden and unexpected loss of her 

husband and their only daughter into a stunning and powerful one-woman 

play.

62 No

Dinesen, Isak 

(Karen Blixen)

Anecdotes of destiny

Classic

The diver -- Babette's feast -- Tempests -- The immortal story -- The ring.

244 No

Dostoyevsky, 

Fyodor

Crime and punishment

Classic

An intellectual whose moral compass goes haywire, and the detective who 

hunts him down for his terrible crime - a stunning psychological portrait, a 

thriller and a profound meditation on guilt and retribution.

537 No

Drabble, 

Margaret

The Red Queen

The story of the wife of the Crown Prince of Korea 200 years ago.

356 No
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Drewe, 

Robert

The rip

Collection of short stories dealing with the complexities of human 

relationships, with many of the stories set against landscapes that are as 

threatening as they are beautiful.

240 Yes

Duras, 

Marguerite

The lover

A love affair between a poor French girl and a wealthy Chinese boy that defies 

all of the conventions of their society, set in Saigon in the 1930s. 

123 No

Eggers, Dave Zeitoun

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans residents Abdulrahman and 

Kathy Zeitoun are cast into an unthinkable struggle with forces beyond wind 

and water.

399 No

Eliot, T. S. T. S. Eliot : selected poems

Includes The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock and The Waste Land.

114 No

Enright, Anne The gathering

The 9 surviving children of the Hegarty clan gather in Dublin for the wake of 

their wayward brother Liam. A novel about love & disappointment, thwarted 

lust & limitless desire.  

261 No

lust & limitless desire.  

Eugenides, 

Jeffrey (ed.)

My mistress’s sparrow is dead : great love stories from Chekhov to Munro

Collection of short stories.

539 No

Finkel, 

Michael

True story 

Documents his firing from The New York Times Magazine for violating 

journalistic ethics and his subsequent discovery that an accused murderer had 

assumed his identity while on the lam in Mexico.

312 No

Fitzgerald, F. 

Scott

The great Gatsby 

Classic

Disillusion of Post war America and moral failure of a society obsessed with 

wealth and status.

170 Yes

Flanagan, 

Richard

Wanting

A novel about art, love, and the way in which life is finally determined never by 

reason, but only ever by wanting.

256 Yes

Forna, 

Aminatta

The devil that danced on the water

A family’s experiences during tempestuous times in Sierra Leone. 

400 No
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Fowles, John The collector

The story of an obsessive young man and the girl he kidnaps and holds 

prisoner in his cellar.

282 No

Frey, James A million little pieces

A partially-fabricated memoir. It tells the story of a 23-year-old alcoholic and 

drug abuser and how he copes with rehabilitation in a Twelve Steps-oriented 

treatment centre.

381 No

Garcia 

Marquez, 

Gabriel

Living to tell the tale

Autobiography of this Columbian author.

483 No

Garcia 

Marquez, 

Gabriel

One hundred years of solitude

Winner Nobel Prize for Literature 1982

Colombian family life over 7 generations.

422 No

Garner, Helen The spare room

A heart breaking tale of a dying friend who comes to stay.

195 Yes

A heart breaking tale of a dying friend who comes to stay.

Ghosh, 

Amitav

In an antique land

Indian writer Ghosh reconstructs a 12th-century master-slave relationship that 

confounds modern concepts of slavery.

393 No

Gilbert, 

Elizabeth

Eat, pray, love : one woman's search for everything

A journey around the world, a quest for spiritual enlightenment and a story for 

anyone who has battled with divorce, depression and heartbreak.

349 Yes

Goldsworthy, 

Peter

Everything I knew

Robbie Burns, the precocious only child of the local cop, is on the cusp of 

adolescence and high school.

294 No

Goldsworthy, 

Peter

Maestro

Set in Darwin a young piano student encounters the ‘maestro’ a Viennese 

refugee with a shadowed past.

149 No

Goodrich, 

Frances

Diary of Anne Frank : in two acts

Play

Based upon the book: Anne Frank : the diary of a young girl.

110 No
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Grenville, 

Kate

The idea of perfection

A story about two people who seem the least likely in the world to fall in love.  

401 No

Grenville, 

Kate

The Lieutenant

A compelling story about friendship and self-discovery set in New South Wales 

at the time of the First Fleet.

307 Yes

Grenville, 

Kate

The secret river

Winner Commonwealth Writers Prize 2006

Australian

A story of transportation, emancipation and conflict with Aborigines on the 

Hawkesbury.

334 Yes, and 

MP3

Haddon, Mark The curious incident of the dog in the night-time

Winner Whitbread Book of the Year; Long listed Man Booker Award 2003

A boy with special needs solves a mystery and uncovers the truth about his 

family.

271 No

family.

Hartnett, 

Sonya

Surrender

Winner Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards prize for fiction 2005

Gabriel is dying; haunted by a tragic mistake he made when he was a child. He 

has only two friends, his dog Surrender and Finnigan, a wild boy with whom he 

made a boyhood pact. A powerful tale of lovelessness, loss and regret.

245 Yes

Hazzard, 

Shirley

The great fire

Winner Miles Franklin Award 2004

People reinventing their lives post WWII. 

314 Yes

Hazzard, 

Shirley

The transit of Venus

National Book Critics Circle Award.

Two sisters born in Australia and orphaned at an early age, the two make their 

way to England. There Grace opts for marriage and its securities; Caroline 

reaches for more and loves, not always wisely, but well.

337 No

Heiss, Anita Not meeting Mr Right

With a little help from her mum, dad, brothers, colleagues and neighbours, 

Alice sets out to find Mr Right.

342 No
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Hill, Lucienne The waltz of the toreadors : a play in three acts

Play

World War 2 comedy set in a Parisian brothel.

67 No

Hoeg, Peter Miss Smilla’s feeling for snow

A thriller and whodunit set in Copenhagen and the Arctic.

410 No

Hollinghurst, 

Alan

The line of beauty

Winner 2004 Man Booker Prize

This confronting book takes the reader on a journey into Britain’s political 

scene in the 80s through the eyes of a gay, coke-snorting young man (includes 

explicit sex scenes) .

500 No

Hooper, Chloe The tall man : death and life on Palm Island

One morning Cameron Doomadgee swore at a policeman and forty minutes 

later lay dead in a watch-house cell. It is the story of that policeman, the tall, 

enigmatic Christopher Hurley who chose to work in some of the toughest and 

wildest places in Australia, and of the struggle to bring him to trial.

258 No

Huggan, Isabel Belonging 329 NoHuggan, Isabel Belonging

Traces one woman’s journey towards understanding the mysterious ways in 

which chance and choice shape our lives.

329 No

Ishiguro, 

Kazuo

A pale view of hills

The story of Etsuko, a Japanese woman now living alone in England, dwelling 

on the recent suicide of her daughter. In a story where past and present 

intertwine, she relives scenes of Japan's devastation in the wake of World War 

II.

183 No

James, Clive Unreliable memoirs

Autobiography

174 No

James, P.D. Cover her face

Detective Chief Inspector Adam Dalgliesh is embroiled in the complicated 

passions beneath the calm surface of an English village.

217 No

Jennings, Kate Snake

Australian

Irene is clever, ambitious, easily seduced and tempted by everything beyond 

the confines of her life on a remote Australian farm.

153 No
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Johnston, 

Dorothy

The Trojan dog

Joint winner ACT Book of the Year 2001

White collar crime set in Canberra.

268 No

Johnston, 

George

My brother Jack

In 1984 voted best Australian novel published since 1945

Australian classic. 

Lives of 2 brothers from childhood to young adulthood during World War II.

367 No

Kingsolver, 

Barbara

Pigs in heaven 

Relationships between native Indians and whites set in rural Kentucky.

374 No

Koch, 

Christopher J.

Highways to a war

Winner Miles Franklin Award 1996

Life and fate of a photographer during the Vietnam War.

450 No

Koch, 

Christopher J.

The memory room

What is a spy? Are they born or are they made? With these words, Vincent 

432 No

What is a spy? Are they born or are they made? With these words, Vincent 

Austin analyses his future occupation.

Kremmer, 

Christopher

Inhaling the Mahatma

An assassination and a romance. A hijacking, several nuclear explosions and a 

religious experience.

593 No

Kureishi, Hanif The buddha of suburbia

A young Pakistani growing up in 1970s Britain.

284 No

Laguna, 

Sophie

One foot wrong

A child is imprisoned in a house by her reclusive religious parents; her 

companions are Cat, Spoon, Door, Handle, Broom, and they all speak to her. 

Her imagination is informed by one book.

249 No

Larsson, Stieg The girl with the dragon tattoo

Forty years ago, Harriet Vanger disappeared off the secluded island owned and 

inhabited by the powerful Vanger family. There was no corpse, no witnesses, 

and no evidence. But her uncle, Henrik, is convinced that she was murdered by 

someone in her own family, the deeply dysfunctional Vanger clan.

532 Yes
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Le, Nam The boat

A breathtakingly assured collection of stories in a debut from Vietnamese – 

Australian author, Nam Le.  

313 No

Lee, Harper To kill a mockingbird 

Pulitzer Prize winner

Through young eyes Harper Lee explores the irrationality of adult attitudes to 

race and class in the Deep South in the 1930s.

313 No

Lewis, C. S. Out of the silent planet

A Cambridge academic, is abducted and taken on a spaceship to Mars.

224 Yes

London, Joan The good parents

Australian

Maya de Jong comes to live in Melbourne and starts an affair with her boss, 

the enigmatic Maynard Flynn, whose wife is dying of cancer, When Maya's 

parents arrive to stay with her, they are told that Maya has gone away and no 

one knows where she is.

349 No

MacLeod, 

Alistair

Island : collected stories 433 No

MacLeod, 

Alistair

No great mischief

Life in Canada for a Scottish immigrant family.

260 No

Makine, 

Andre

Le testament Français 

(The French testament)

A Russian boy discovers his French origins.

270 Audio 

book is in 

French

Malouf, David The great world

Winner of Commonwealth Writer’s Prize

Australian

Every city, town and village has its memorial to war. David Malouf give a voice 

to that experience, ranging over 70 years of Australian life.

330 No

Malouf, David Johnno

Australian

Set in Australia in the 1940s and 1950s, Malouf's debut effort follows the life 

of the ne'er-do-well title character as seen through the eyes of an old friend.

169 No
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Malouf, David Ransom 

Retells Homer's Iliad.

224 No 

Mantel, Hilary Wolf Hall

Winner of the Man Booker Prize 2009

A tale of political intrigue with Thomas Cromwell set during the reign of King 

Henry VIII.

653 No

Martin, 

Angela

Beyond Duck River

Australian 

A woman’s experience with life from childhood to adulthood as affected by 

both world wars.

300 No

McCarthy, 

Cormac

The road

Winner Pulitzer prize for fiction 2007

A post-apocalyptic tale of a man and his son trying to survive by any means 

possible. 

307 Yes

McGahan, 

Andrew

Wonders of a godless world

The witch, the virgin, the archangel, the duke and an orphan meet.

260 No

McGirr, 

Michael

The lost art of sleep

McGirr muses on the many benefits of sleep; mourns its demise; explains 

aspects of its strange personality.

296 No

Michael, 

Carmen

Chasing bohemia  

a year of living dangerously in Rio de Janeiro

A travel industry executive ditches her job in London and visits the city of Rio 

de Janeiro for a holiday. Wary of the allure of glossy brochure promises, she 

starts out very much as a jaded jetsetter.

256 No

Miller, Alex Journey to the stone country

Winner Miles Franklin Award 2003

Australian

A woman’s journey back into her childhood on the land & with the Jangga 

tribe...

364 No
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Moore, Brian The lonely passion of Judith Hearne

A socially isolated woman meets wealthy James Madden and fantasises about 

marrying this lively and debonair man. But Madden sees her in an entirely 

different light as a potential investor in a business proposal. On realising that 

her feelings are not reciprocated, she turns to an old addiction, alcohol.

255 No

Morrison, 

Toni

Beloved

Winner Pulitzer Prize for fiction 1988

Mid 1800s in Kentucky, an era is ending as slavery comes under attack from 

abolitionists.

273 No

Munro, Alice Runaway

A set of short stories about women facing pivotal moments in their lives, 

exploring the themes of women’s lives and of the interaction with lovers, 

husbands, parents and children.

335 Yes

Nafisi, Azar Reading Lolita in Tehran

Life of a teacher and her 7 literature students in revolutionary Iran.

418 No

Nafisi, Azar Things I’ve been silent about : memories

Autobiography

Life in Iran during a time of revolution and change.

336 Yes

Nemirovsky, 

Irene

Suite Française

Winner Prix Renaudot awarded posthumously

Life and love in France during and after the catastrophic German victory of 

1940, starting with the great exodus from Paris in June.

400 Yes

Newton, 

Nerida

Death of a whaler

Set in Byron during the tumultuous 1960s and 1970s this story is a vivid and 

beautiful novel of death, grief, rebirth and reawakening.

305 Yes

Niffenegger, 

Audrey

The time traveler’s wife

An extraordinary love story where Henry, because of a genetic condition, time 

travels into his past or future.

516 No

Obama, 

Barack

Dreams from my father : story of race and inheritance

Biography

442 No
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Ondaatje, 

Michael

Anil’s ghost

Winner of Irish Time Literature Prize 2001

Human Rights forensic anthropologist risks her life investigating organised 

murder campaigns in war torn Sri Lanka.

307 No

Pamuk, Orhan The white castle

A young Italian scholar captured by pirates and put up for auction at the 

Istanbul slave market and acquired by a brilliant Turkish inventor.

145 No

Patchett, Ann Truth and beauty

Explores the world of women’s friendships.

257 No

Plath, Sylvia The bell jar

Sylvia Plath’s only novel, a semi-autobiographical tale of the madness of the 

world and the world of madness

234 No

Robinson, 

Marilynne

Gilead

Winner of Pulitzer Prize for fiction 2005   

In 1956, towards the end of Reverend John Ames life, he begins a letter to his 

young son.

282 Yes

young son.

Robinson, 

Marilynne

Home

A moving book about families, love, death and faith.

325 No

Rose, Peter 

(ed.)

The best Australian poems 2008

Poetry.

170 No

Sebald, W. G. Austerlitz

A Jewish child is sent to UK and 50 years later uncovers his origins.

414 No

Shaffer, Mary 

Ann

Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society

A remarkable correspondence with the society’s members, learning about 

their island, their taste in books, and the impact the recent German occupation 

has had on their lives. Captivated by their stories, Juliet sets sail for Guernsey, 

and what she finds will change her forever.

280 No

Shakespeare, 

William

The tragical history of Hamlet prince of Denmark : a play

Play

148 No

Shelley, Mary Frankenstein, or, The modern Prometheus

Classic

279 No
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Shreve, Anita Sea glass

A love affair and growing up at the time of the Wall Street Crash.

328 No

Smith, Zadie White teeth

The lives in London, of 3 families, 3 cultures, over 3 generations 

540 No

Solzhenitsyn, 

Aleksandr I.

One day in the life of Ivan Denisovich

One typical day as experienced by Gulag prisoner Ivan Denisovich.

150 No

Summers, 

Anne

The lost mother : a story of art and love

Biography

Mothers and daughters

354 No

Temple, Peter The broken shore

Crime writing at its best - a novel about place, politics and power.

345 Yes

Toibin, Colm The Blackwater Lightship

Short listed Man Booker Prize 1999

273 No

Short listed Man Booker Prize 1999

3 generations of a family explore their relationships as they confront 

homosexuality & death.

Tolstoy, Leo The Death of Ivan Ilyich

The story of a man facing his death and confronting his life.

106 No

Toltz, Steve A fraction of the whole

Martin Dean spent his entire life analysing absolutely everything, passing on 

his self-taught knowledge to his son, Jasper. As he recollects the extraordinary 

events that led to his father's demise, Jasper recounts a boyhood of 

outrageous schemes and shocking discoveries.

711 Yes

Tsiolkas, 

Christos

The slap

Australian

At a suburban barbecue, a man slaps a child who is not his own. This event has 

a shocking ricochet effect on a group of people, mostly friends, who are 

directly or indirectly influenced by the event.

485 Yes

Watson, Don American journeys

Winner of 2008 Walkley Nonfiction Book Award

On a sudden impulse, Don Watson took a train called The Southwest Chief 

from Chicago to Los Angeles. 

332 No
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Winton, Tim Cloudstreet

Winner of the Miles Franklin Award in 1992.

Australian

Chronicles the lives of two working class Australian families who come to live 

together at One Cloud Street, over a period of twenty years, 1943 - 1963.

426 Yes

Winton, Tim Dirt music

Winner Miles Franklin Award 2002

Australian 

Life changes for a woman in a small country town.

460 Yes

Winton, Tim The Turning

Australian 

17 overlapping stories of second thoughts and mid-life regret.

317 Yes

Woolf, 

Virginia

Mrs Dalloway 165 Yes

Virginia

Classic

Clarissa Dalloway goes around London in the morning, getting ready to host a 

party that evening. The nice day reminds her of her youth.

Xinran Sky burial

Biographical

The story of a woman’s 30-year search for the truth of her husband’s death in 

Tibet, where he disappeared in 1958.

164 No

Yates, Richard Revolutionary Road

April and Frank Wheeler are a young, ostensibly thriving couple living with 

their two children in a prosperous Connecticut suburb in the mid-1950s. 

However, the self-assured exterior masks a creeping frustration at their 

inability to feel fulfilled in their relationships or careers.

337 No

Jarry, Isabelle La traversée du desert (in French) 232 No

Tesson, 

Sylvain

Une vie a coucher dehors (in French) 169 No

Le Clezio, 

J.M.G.

Ritournelle de la faim (in French) 206 No
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